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AESTEACT 



Tc provide a vehicle by i^hich stuilents could present 
their views cn education, the Education Task Force was established as 
part of the white House Ccnference cn Youth. The lA task force 
meirbers represent diverse backqrcunds and educational inteiests. 
Although tucir deirands seen quite diverse, a pattern enierged. Most or 
the tcpics appeared to fall into three major areas ct concern: the 
need for equal educational opportunity, relevant educational systems, 
and student p ar t xci pat icn in educaticral governaiice. Ihree other 
tcpics appeared to require special attention: the ]>roblems facing 

exceptional students, the problems facing the dropoit and potential 
dropout, and the need to provide teachers with bct:er preparation. 

The task force requested six nationally known educators to write 
position papers concerning the topics. Task force inemcets alsc 
attempted to study the attitudes of ycurg people toward education to 
obtain th <2 views of as many people as possible. They relied on tve 
youth attitude surveys ccnducted by the White House Conference as 
well as recent reports by students on ed’ cation and reports frem 
youth conferences being iisld acrcss the country. (Author/JK) 
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PPJ^FACE 



Education is one ten rna-ior areas x^^hich studies have 
indicated are nreat interest to todav’s youth. To pro- 
vide a vehicle bv which students could oresent their viev;s, 
the Education Task ^orce was established as nart of the 
V/hite House Conference on vouth. The following advisorv 
renort is an atternot by the task force to oresent an over- 
view of the orobleris in education concernina today's younc 
neonle . 

The twelve task force nenbers renresent diverse back- 
nrounds and educational interests. Durinrr the three task 
force meetinns, each member voiced his viex-7 of v’hat he felt 
to be the aoals of education, the failures of the present 
educational svstem, ana the reforms needed in the schools 
and colleaes. 

-- Accordina to John Charles Thomas, vouth Co- 

Chairman of the task force and President of the 
Black Students for Freedom, racism is still very 
much a nroblem and must be eradicated from the 
schools. John Charles, who is a student at the 
University of Viroinia, Assistant to the Governor 
of Viroinia, and a member of the Governor's 
Commission on Children and Youth, is also emphatic 
about the need to recruit larne numbers of black 
students to colleaes and universities. 

— Lynda Ford, a former beautician who serves as 
the Delax^?are State President of the Vocationcl 
Industrial Clubs of America, argued, "Vocational 
education can^t be terminal... There should be no 
aae requirements to aet into a course. People 
should be able to attend classes whenever they want, 
not iust between 8:00 a. • and 3:00 p.m. and from 
September to June. 
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— ^or Stenhen Kastner, a iunior b.lrrh school 
student in Toneka, Kansas, who is con.^^ined 

to a wheelchair, schools need to alter some of 
their facilities so that handicapped students 
can attend classes and narticinate in activities 
v;ith other students. Steve also feels handi-- 
canned students or tlieir parents should be on 
state boards of education and educational 
councils because they are the ones V’ho *'reallv 
know what the problems are." 

-- Michael Caranzini, a student at St. Louis 

Universitv, Missouri, and a nember of the Board 
of Directors of Pro-iect 21, a oroject sponsored 
bv the Danforth ^’oundation for desianinn the 
university of the tvrentv-f irst century, is 
extremely interested in devel )nina relevant 
courses for students in both secondary schools 
and colleaes. Mike also feels stronoly that 
students should be represented on educational 
aoverninrr boards. 

-- Billie Kurumaii, who is a hiah school senior 
in Dinuba, California, and v^ho plans to attend 
a junior colleae next vear, believes, "The schools 
need to improve counselinrr. They (counselors) 
should be available to all students, not just hioh 
rankina ones who intend to ao on to the university." 

-- Mrs. Susan Albertson, a hiqh school English 

teacher in the Centerville, South Dakota, public 
schools, feels that people have to decide what 
kind of schools they want before they can decide 
what teachers should he like. Sue is also extreme- 
ly interested in teacher preparation and feels 
that most of the courses she took in colleqo did 
not prepare her for the classroom situation as 
she found it. 

— For Christina Veqa, a first year law student at 
UCLA, who will be workina for CRLA this comino 
summer, people throughout the country, especially 
those in the Ease, should learn about the problems 
con front ina Mexican-American students in the South- 
west. Chris^who is from Rosemead, California, feels 
that curricula should be developed to meet the 
special needs of Chicanos, 




4 



3 



(ADVISORY TASK FORCE REPORT TO THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON YOUTH) 



— Accordina to Philio Jackson, a dron-out ^rom 
Phi ladelohia, Pennsylvania, who is involved in 
a oroaram to improve youth -nolice relations and 
to provide recreational facilities for iunior 
hiah school students, drop-outs need to have 
some place to ao if they change their minds and 
decide they want to otv more education, some- 
place where people don't look down on them. 

Philip suaaested mini schools as an example. 

-- Robben Pleminn, Adult Co-Chairman and President 
of the University of Michiaan, expressed his 
concern with the present financial crisis which 
is affectino all institutions of hiaher educa- 
tion. 

-- Stanly Thomas, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Youth and Student Affairs for the Department of 
Health, Education, and VJelfare, noted that some- 
times tenure for teachers and professors has 
caused schools and colleaes to stac»nate. 

-- The Jlonorable William Clay, Conaressman from St. 
Louis, Missouri, who is a member of the House of 
Representatives Education Committee, commented 
that schools need to find ways to demonstrate to 
the public v;hat they are accomplishinq. 

-- Dr. Cordon McAndrew, Superintendent of Schools, 

Gary, Indiana, noted that communities need to 
understand what is haonenino in their schools 
so that they are willinq to support channes, 
especially those which involve are \ter freedom 
for students. 

Task force members also complained about the necessity 
of qrades and nrereouisites both ^or admittance to colleae 
and araduation from it, and they araued for interdisciplinary 
courses and permission to take classes in both academic and 
vocational proqrams . 

It seemed that the chanqes which needed to be made in 
the schools were innumerable. However, upon closer scrutinv 
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task force members recoanized a oattern in their demands. 

Most of the tonics which they had been discussing apneared 
to fall into three major areas of concern: the need for 

equal educational onoortunity , relevant educational systems, 
and student participation in educational qovernanri. Three 
other tonics anoeared to require special attention: the 

problems ^acina exceptional students, the nroblems facina 
the drop-out and potential dron-out, and the need to pro- 
vide teachers with bcitter prenaration. 

The orosoect of making recommendations concernina these 
six a'l^eas of concern seemed impossible. To acauire assistance, 
the task force reauested six nationally known educators to 
write position papers concerning the tonics. Three members 
of the Berkeley California Research and Development Center 
,n Higher Education, Drs. Harold L. Hodakinson, K. Patricia 
Cross, and Warren Bryan Martin, wrote papers concernina 
student participation in the educational decision-makino 
process, equality of educational onnortunitv, and relevance 
of educational systems respectively. Because of the vastness 
of the latter topic, Dr. Edward Joseph Shoben of Evergreen 
State College, Olymoia, Washington was also requested to 
write a paper on relevance. Dr. Raymond C. Hummell of the 
University of Pittsburgh Learnina Research and Development 
Center wrote the paper on the problems facing the droo-out 
and Dr. Evelyn Deno of the Council for Exceptional Children 
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wrote the paper on the probleir>s facincr the exceptional 
student* In addition to these Papers, task force meinbers 
relied on Charles Silberman's book. The Crisis in the 
Classroo m, as well as on a larce number of articles, 
memoranda and studies concerned with recent educational 
developments. 

Task force members also attempted to study the 
attitudes of youncr people toward education to obtain the 
views of as many people as possible. They relied oi tv^o 
youth attitude surveys conducted by the WTiite House 
Conference as well as recent reports by students on 
education and reports from youth conferences beinn held 
across the country. Durino the months of December and 
January, the task force, in cooperation with the Future 
Teachers of America (FTA) , reouested FTA clubs across the 
country to hold meetings to which other students would be 
invited and to make recommendations concernincr the three 
major areas of concern. 

1*he followina advisory report is a synthesis of the 
position papers, previous research studies and surveys, and 
the feelings expressed by task force members. However, the 
ten recommendations which appear at the conclusion of the 
advisorv report are based entirely upon the iudcfments of 
the task force members and represent a general consensus not 
only among the youths, but among the adult members as well. 
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A back un naner which exoands the ideas Presented in 
this advisory renort is included in the aooendiXr alona 
with the six research napersr and the analvsis of the FTA 
survey. Because there is no single right way in which the 
recoimnendations can be implemented# the second section of 
the back-up report offers a variety of alternative pro- 
arams from which educators# administrators# boards of 
education# jnembers of the community# and students can 
select those ideas which best meet their particular needs. 
Task force members were not in unanimous aareement con- 
cerning the many proarams presented# but felt all means 
for implementation should be brouoht to the public's 
attention . 

The; task force is also aware of the financial and 
political implications involved in implerientinn many of 
these recommendations# but members did not feel qualified 
to consider these aspects of education. Flovever# they hope 
that those persons in positions to deal with these problems 
will find ways to do so. 
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The United States is comiratted to the education of all 
of its citizens. It is tlie only country in th“2 v^orld which 
can make such a boast. Yet it is this very cooitment to 



anauish. For vre are a rountrv of individuals.; And in our 



fied tha needs of only a very small number of U>Grsons. We 

i 

have already done so much, but with every ster we have 



different and economically disadvantaaed , as well as 



affluent v^hite citizens are all searching for the same 
solution - an educational environment to me etjth a needs of 

■f 

all of the Nation *s students vSO that schools can become 
more effective places of learning and the Na :io n and 
society can once more be at peace with itsel ". 

If this atmosphere can be achieved, the task force 
believes that not only will each student receive an educa- 



tion which is ** relevant" to his needs, but teachers will 



THE BECOMING OF EDUCATION 



Advisor'^ Report and Recomjnendations 



educate all of the Nation's people that is cau^ina so much 



f 



attempts to educate everyone, we have in actucjlilv, satis- 



advanced, v/e have seen more more clearly Iiow much more 



we need to do. 



t^Then the Education Task Force for the T^ite House 



Conference on Youth analyzed the various prot|lems besettinc 

the Nation's educational system, it became evident that 

1 

students, parents, teachers, administrators, culturally 
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be able to return to their roles as tutors and scholars, 
and administrators will once again be able to concentrate 
on develoPina major proarams. 

If programs are to be developed to create such an 
atmosphere, American society needs to accept ten basic 
propositions which ao to the very heart of the values and 
attitudes held by many people in today's technocratic 
society • 

1. The educational system must not only be concerned 
witli the acquisition of knowledge, but also with 
the acquisition of human understanding. 

2. Society must recoonize the dianity of every 
human endeavor and refrain from evaluating people 
according to an intellectual order oased on school 
subjects and job classifications. Society must 
offer as much respect and place as much emnhasis 
on train inn good mechanics. Plumbers and wood- 
workers, as it does on training good dentists, 
writers and chemical engineers. 

3. There is no single "right" educational system 
which must be imposed upon the youth of the United 
States. Each system should depend upon the 
comr\unity itself and the needs of the individual 
student at that time and place. 

4. The school building is only a small portion of 
the learning experience. Education can and does 
take place in many other ways, and these are as 
important and should receive as much consideration 
as that of the formal classroom. 

5. Education does not occur only during grades one 
through twelve and possibly during four to ten 
years of graduate study. Nor As it confined to 
the hours of eight to three, Monday through 
Friday, September to June. But rather learning 
is a life long process. 

,10 
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6. The tradition that school boards, colleas 
trustees, and their administrators, formulate 
educational policies vrhich teachers carrv out 
and which students oassivelv accept is in- 
valid. Decision-rnakino should be shared amonc 
school boards and colleae trustees, admini- 
strators, faculty, studejits, and the community. 

7. Channes which are made in the schools should 
berrin v^ith nre-school trainina and be carried 
throunhout the elementary arades. Secondar'^ 
schools cannot ^unction nrooerlv the ele- 
mentary schools have ^ailed to provide students 
v^ith the basic skills, an enioyment in learnina, 
and a humanistic outlook on li^e. 

8. It is no longer valid to require that a person 
possess a certain decree or credits in a specific 
course to qualifv for a position. There is no 
reason v^hv a v/riter or an auto mechanic must have 
a hich school diploma or a teacher of secondary 
Knclish must have six sciance credits in order 

to be certified. 

9. Society should recocnize that education is a 
complex process, and the :>ublic must be v^illinc 
to spend time learnina abDut education. 
Simultaneously researchers , reachers and 
administrators should accent the responsibility 
for educatina the boards education and the 
lav public concerniiin the educational process. 

10. Societv should continue to support, both 

financially and morallv, lew proorams, materials, 
techniques, and systems, and not demand the 
educational svstem accomplish miracles bv 
demonstratinq immediate success. 

Once these premises are accented , society can beoin 
t;o create an educational environment to ameliorate the 
nix areas of concern which the Education Task ^orce has 
identified as ecual educational ormortunity , relevant 
educational systems and Proorams, student participation 
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in the educational decision-makina nrocess, the drop-out 
and potential dron-out, exceptional students, and the 
preoaration o^ teachers and potential teachers. In an 
effort to solve these concerns and to provide a relevant and 
flexible educational environment, the task force submits 
ten recominendations to the Nation. 

In order to irnlement these recommendations. Federal, 
State and Local aovernments at both the leaislative and 
administrative levels need to provide support in the form 
of financial and human resources. But these recommendations 
are not for the crovernment alone. Private industrv and 
business must also accent the responsibility for imorovina 
the country’s educational system by allocating monies and 
human talent as vjell as offerina its advanced knovjledae uf 
manaaement, cost effective procedures, and technological 
utilization. Educators, too, must become actively involved. 

But a maior portion of the support must come from the 
citizens, whose tax dollars pay the salaries of the teachers 
and adnj.nistrators , supply the bricks and mortar of the 
school buildinrfs, and purchase the textbooks, pencils, 
paper, overhead projectors and computers used for instruction. 
It is the children of the Nation's taxpayers who sit at the 
desks and imbibe the knowledoo which is presented to them. 
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And it is throuah the taxpayer's intercession, whether as 
an individual or as part of a crroup, such as the PTA, Kiwanis, 
or the City Council, that the schools can be influenced to 
make the chanoes necessary to improve the present educational 
system. Therefore, this is a report not only to the President 
of the United States, but to the American people. it is a 
plea by the Nation ' s vouth to do what has tc be done to 
provide the kind of education that is needed to make the 
United States not only a free and democratic country but also 
a humanistic one. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



1 . Schools and colleges must provide equal access to 
educational onoortuni ties to all students y^egard- 
less of socio-economic background, race, sex, aqe, 
or aeographic location • 

Schools a nd colleges rnust also provide for and 
respect~h^ individual (fi^^erences o^ eacli^tiident 
who is enrolled by taking into account inSTvidual 
rates and patterns of learnina, various cultural, 
ethnic, and physical dif ^^erences , and individual 
preferences# It is not acceptable to expect 
students to adant to the culture of the majority* 

^ • Lifelong l ea rning opportunities on a flexib le 
R^ourly^, daTTy, and aTTn^al s c hedule must be^made 
available to all who wish to return to school to 
aalrT adtcHTtion al knowledge in their career fields, 
to acguire new knowledge and skills for a new 
career, to resume a drooped or interrupted educa- 
tion, or to use increased leisure time more con- 
structively. Guidance services should be available 
for assistance in making any of the above decisions. 
Given the present situation, special assistance 
in the form of counseling and other services must 
also be provided for those students still in 
school but desiring to drop out. 

^ • Educational systems and programs must be made 
relev^t to students'^ needs * Stu3erTti 
must be permitted to explore various areas of 
interest, to learn outside the formal classroom, 
and to move freely between vocational and academic 
programs and in and out of school. Courses and 
learning experiences which offer an understanding 
into today's society, which provide an insight 
into living in the twenty-first century, and v;hich 
give a student an understanding of his own identity 
and of his relationship with society should also 
become an important and integral part of the learn- 
ing environment. 

4 • High school and college students should participate 
rn^dTI^atic^nal decisions and^ student governan ce . 

Tliey should also oarticioate Tn broad-based ooTicy 
decisions by having representation on educational 
boards at all levels and in governmental agencies. 
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such as thf^ II.T'. O^^ice of E(3ucation. As 
members the community ^ they should be in- 
dispensable participants in sound decision- 
makina. In those instances v?here students are 
not votinc members r steps should be taken to 
move toward oivinn them votino representation. 

5 . Special consideration should be given ^or thg 
needs o^^ exceptional students . Schools should 
reduce as nu chT as ^os sTble “Oae nroarams which 
isolate the exceptional student and make a 
maximum effort to intearate him into the regular 
li*^G of schools and collecjes# This will necessi- 
tate oayino special attention to physical facili- 
ties^ special enuioment and materials and specially 
trained personnel. 

6 . Teacher education must prepare the teacher and 
po tential teacher to understand himself and 

fTT s s tulle nts , to cione \ 7 itl 1 "the nre^^ht diffi cult 
school situation as it really exists and to instill 
within the teacher the motivation and knovledce 
of how to improve the situation. Competence in 
both academic and vocational instruction must 
combine knowledae and skill in the field with hiah 
teachina performance. 

7. Tr aditional learning methods must be altered to 
throw a Trreate r burderi o^ routine knowledae dis - 
semi n a t i o n on me de r n te ch no l^crV / wh i 1 e ma1Ti n q 
faculty more available ^or^'counselina and smaller 
or individualized learninq situations j and for 
humanizing the educational process. 

8 . The government should place great emphasis on funding 
e x perimental and" innovative models because the n^ed 
for channe in educational institutions is so oreat 
and the obstacles to chance so formidable. 

9 . Sc hools and colleges must review more systematically 
th ¥ir Educational objectiv es and the way Tn whicli 
teOchina personnel are meetTna those objectives. 

VJgiys must be found to more easily shift away from 
outdated objectives or personnel who cannot contribute 
to meetina new objectives. 
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10 . The aovernTnent/ supported by the people ^ must 
r^i^e^^Ton^jT, state^ ^nd ^^al sn¥ndiiia 
^iorities t<T sunport the recomrn^d^aFions out- 
lined above . Schools and ^ol.leqes must 
also re-allocate their resources to fund current 
rather than outdated needs in order to resolve 
the problem of school financing which has reached 
crisis proportions. 
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